Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Oct. 29

Human Rights

The United States and China both recog-
nize the positive role of the Universal Dec-
laration on Human Rights and other inter-
national human rights instruments in pro-
moting human rights. They reiterate their
commitment to the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights and fundamental free-
doms.

While the two countries have not resolved
their differences on human rights, they have
agreed to discuss them through dialogue at
both governmental and non-governmental
levels in the spirit of equality and mutual re-
spect. The two countries agree to hold dis-
cussions on the structure and functions of
an NGO forum on human rights.

Cooperation in the Field of Law

The United States and China agree that
promoting cooperation in the field of law
serves the interests and needs of both coun-
tries. They will strengthen cooperation in
combating international organized crime,
narcotics trafficking, alien smuggling, coun-
terfeiting and money laundering. To this end,
they intend to establish a joint liaison group
for law enforcement cooperation composed
of representatives of the relevant agencies of
both governments. They agree to begin con-
sultations on mutual legal assistance aimed
at concluding a mutual legal assistance agree-
ment.

The United States and China will assign
counternarcotics officers to their respective
embassies on a reciprocal basis. Recognizing
the importance the United States and China
each attaches to legal exchanges, they intend
to establish a joint liaison group to pursue
cooperative activities in this area. These may
include exchanges of legal experts; training
of judges and lawyers; strengthening legal in-
formation systems and the exchange of legal
materials; sharing ideas about legal assist-
ance; consulting on administrative proce-
dures; and strengthening commercial law and
arbitration.

As part of this program of legal coopera-
tion, China’s Minister of Justice will visit the
United States in November 1997 at the invi-
tation of the U.S. Attorney General.
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Military-to-Military Relations

The United States and China have reached
agreement on the establishment of a con-
sultation mechanism to strengthen military
maritime safety, which will enable their mari-
time and air forces to avoid accidents, mis-
understandings or miscalculations.

They agree to share information and dis-
cuss issues related to their respective experi-
ences in the areas of humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief.

Science and Technology, Educational
and Cultural Exchanges

The U.S.-China Joint Commission on
Science and Technology will continue to
guide the active bilateral scientific and tech-
nological cooperation program, which in-
volves more than 30 agreements reached
since 1979, and will promote the further use
of science and technology to solve national
and global problems. The United States and
China also will identify areas for cooperative
projects using space for Earth science re-
search and practical applications.

The United States and China will expand
educational and cultural exchanges. Both
Presidents believe that increased people-to-
people exchanges will help cultivate long-
term bilateral relations.

President Jiang Zemin expressed his
thanks to President Clinton and the Amer-
ican people for their warm reception and in-
vited President Clinton to visit China in
1998. President Clinton accepted this invita-
tion with pleasure.

NoTE: The joint statement was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary but was not is-
sued as a White House press release.

Statement on the Death of John N.
Sturdivant

October 29, 1997

Hillary and | were deeply saddened today
to learn of the death of American Federation
of Government Employees National Presi-
dent John N. Sturdivant.

For more than 30 years, John played a vital
role in the success of the American trade
union movement. A born organizer, his de-
termination, leadership, and commitment
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were central ingredients to the growth of
AFGE, the largest Government employee
union.

A champion of labor-management partner-
ships, he played an important and highly visi-
ble role in our initiative to reinvent Govern-
ment. He was a true hero of the reinvention
process, and his efforts contributed in a great
measure to a Government that really works
for all citizens.

I saw his commitment to Federal employ-
ees first-hand when we worked together dur-
ing the Oklahoma City tragedy. He was a
man who considered every Government
worker—AFGE member or not—his sister
or brother. His vision and creative leadership
in improving the safety and security for all
Federal employees at work will be just one
of his legacies.

But another legacy will be his tenacity and
strength—which he clearly demonstrated
during the Government shutdowns in 1995.
These events were truly defining moments
for John and his union. His leadership was
an inspiration to all of us, and | was very
proud to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with
him in this fight.

Today our thoughts will be with his daugh-
ter, Michelle, his family, and the men and
women he served with such distinction.

Executive Order 13066—
Amendment to Executive Order
13037, Commission To Study Capital
Budgeting

October 29, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in order to increase
the membership of the Commission to Study
Capital Budgeting, it is hereby ordered that
the second sentence of section 1 of Executive
Order 13037 is amended by deleting “11”
and inserting “no more than 20" in lieu
thereof. It is further ordered that section 3
of Executive Order 13037 is amended by de-
leting the words “by March 15, 1998, or”.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 29, 1997.

Oct. 29 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:55 a.m., October 30, 1997]

NoTe: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on October 31.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Aeronautics and Space Activities

October 29, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit this report on the
Nation’s achievements in aeronautics and
space during fiscal year (FY) 1996, as re-
quired under section 206 of the National
Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 2476). Aeronautics and
space activities in FY 1996 involved 14 con-
tributing departments and agencies of the
Federal Government.

A wide variety of aeronautics and space
developments took place during FY 1996.
The Administration issued an integrated Na-
tional Space Policy, consolidating a number
of previous policy directives into a singular,
coherent vision of the future for the civil,
commercial, and national security space sec-
tors. The Administration also issued a formal
policy on the future management and use of
the U.S. Global Positioning System.

During FY 1996, the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) success-
fully completed eight Space Shuttle flights.
NASA also launched 7 expendable launch ve-
hicles, while the Department of Defense
launched 9 and the commercial sector
launched 13. In the reusable launch vehicle
program, Vice President Gore announced
NASA'’s selection of a private sector partner
to design, fabricate, and flight test the X-
33 vehicle.

Scientists made some dramatic new dis-
coveries in various space-related fields such
as space science, Earth science and remote
sensing, and life and microgravity science.
Most notably, NASA researchers cooperating
with the National Science Foundation found
possible evidence of ancient microbial life in
a meteorite believed to be from Mars.

In aeronautics, activities included the de-
velopment of technologies to improve per-
formance, increase safety, reduce engine



